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Living out our faith
Being the hands and feet of Jesus, serving with open minds and hearts.
We exist to be a community of welcome and worship where people find peace, purpose, and power through Jesus Christ.

There are numerous people who should be recognized for their role in helping our church continue to
be the “hands and feet” of Christ during the last three months. And while I don’t believe any of them made
the extraordinary effort they did for anything more than a chance to serve, and to glorify, God, I still would like
to thank Jan and Jan for keeping the church office rolling and continued cleaning and sanitizing of the church.
Also, the whole Leadership Team for their willingness to get involved in tough decisions, Terry, Bryce, Dave,
Mike, Travis and all involved in recording services and in preparing our new audio and video system, our onair singers and story tellers, Jan and Linda and the Ladies Aide for the meals, Deacons for their efforts in
calling and visiting and keeping our membership connected. And of course, I would like to single out ALL of
YOU for continuing your financial support during the crisis, and especially for making use of the taped and live
streamed services and for your participation in the on-line Bible Studies.
But while it is appropriate to celebrate the blessings provided by these individuals (and any other I may
have mistakenly omitted) it is also time to excitedly turn our attention to picking up where we left off in our
church life.
Assuming we are able to keep moving forward, the next several weeks will see plans being made to
bring conclusion to Membership Class and then the baptism of several young, and also several “more
experienced” individuals. Others have indicated a desire to join us by transfer of membership. We also need
to celebrate another successful year of Christian Education Classes, including an outstanding Wednesday
evening “Recharge” program. Plans to focus attention on the young people of the church have been put on
hold and will need to be reactivated. Small groups such as the Men’s and the Ladies Fellowship meetings will
be called on to shake off the dust of inactivity and rebuild momentum.
In short, it’s time to get excited again! The goal of the Leadership Team is to
progress cautiously, taking into account the safety and concerns any members may
have, but the focus is now shifting back to “full speed ahead.” Please keep the
church and the decisions of our Leadership Team in your prayers as we emerge from
the cocoon of quarantine and once again spread our wings to glorify Christ!

Pastor Dave

Highlights of Leadership Mtg.
May 26th & June 10th, 2020
Most of Leadership’s time was spent planning for a return to in church worship on June 7 th. A letter was
sent out and included the following guidelines:
First of all, all at-risk individuals, anyone feeling ill and anyone uncomfortable with health concerns of crowds
is encouraged to wait until later this summer to begin in-person attendance. The service WILL be livestreamed, so it can still be viewed via the internet, and recordings will still be available.
The church custodial staff has done an outstanding job cleaning the church and will continue to work hard at
keeping all surfaces sanitized before and after services. Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances into the
building and into the sanctuary.
Other safety procedures that will be implemented include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greeters will remain outside the rear entrance and will NOT expect physical contact with those
entering.
The back entrance from the parking lot will be the only entrance open and will be propped open to
eliminate being touched by many individuals.
Attendees will be asked (but not required) to wear masks as they enter and leave and in areas they
may come into contact with others. During the service, masks may be removed. Please remember,
wearing a mask is NOT mandatory, but it is a way to demonstrate your respect for the safety of others.
As you arrive please welcome each other and “catch up” while outdoors. Avoid gathering in groups
when indoors.
Alternative pews will be marked off to help maintain social distancing. Families may sit together, but
other worshipers will be requested to maintain spaces between them and the next individuals. Your
“usual” spot may not be available but there will be a seat for you.
It is hoped that the overflow room and the balcony can be kept empty for
several weeks as we work out distancing and cleaning schedules.
Offering plates will be placed around the sanctuary and will not be passed.
No bulletins will be distributed.
Worship music will be utilized, but singing will be limited.
The air conditioner will be on, since our system circulates air “up and over”
rather than “across and through” those in the sanctuary.
At least for the first several weeks, the service will NOT be the usual hour long.
We anticipate a 9:30 to 10:15 time frame.
You are asked to not enter the Day Care level or Fellowship Hall for now.
Upon completion of the service, we will ask for an orderly dismissal out through
the overflow room and into the parking lot. Sunday School will follow the
worship service in the sanctuary (and by live stream) so we hope those who wish
to talk will utilize the parking lot for welcoming each other back to church.
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Cancellations:
Annual Conference
Summer Splash
Vacation Bible School
Heritage Fair
District Conference

Hunter Price
1218 Memorial Avenue Apt 2
Williamsport, PA 17701
Sammi Price
309 N Market St. Apt 2
Martinsburg, PA 16662

Paxon Curtis Albright
June 10, 2020
Son of Ashley Grace & Jordan
Albright
Great Grandson of Linda Piper

Between Sisters by Kristin Hannah
Meghann Dontess is a woman haunted by heartbreak. Twenty-five years ago she
was forced to make a terrible choice, one that cost her everything, including the
love of her sister, Claire. Now, Meghann is a hotshot divorce attorney who doesn’t
believe in intimacy–until she meets the one man who can change her mind.
Claire Cavenaugh has fallen in love for the first time in her life. As her wedding day approaches, she
prepares to face her harsh, judgmental older sister and their self-absorbed mother. It is the first time
they have been together in more than two decades. Over the course of a hot Pacific Northwest summer,
these three women who believe they have nothing in common will try to become what they never
were: a family.
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Cassidy Smith
Julie Myers
Gemma Nooyen
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Todd Thompson
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Jacey Myers
Isabell McCready
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Hudson Martin
Betsy Garach
Janie Myers
Shirley Smith
Chris Brumbaugh
Cathy Petre
Kassidy Burket
Mark Musselman
Terra Norris-Gartmann
Tiana Eicher
Reese Evans
Mary Ann Meetze
Brailee Thompson

Dana Crumrine
&
Christopher Avvampato
June 20, 2020
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Lynda Albright
Rory Martin
Kasey Frye
Rose Snyder
Jack Myers
Finn Croft
Derek Martin
Cameron Croft
Amy Wineland
Abigail Detwiler
Ethan Walls
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Joe & Bobbi Price
Hank & MaryAnn Meetze
Bill & Julie Myers
Kevin & Megan Schneider

14 Zach & Megan Croft
19 Dave & Chris Brumbaugh
Patrick & Karen Long
27 Mark & Lori Loucks

Carol Emerick would like to thank her church friends for the beautiful cards that made her so happy to receive. Thank
you, Pastor Dave for the anointing! This was the third surgery and the fourth and last surgery will be within the next
year. Thank you everyone for all you did for me.
Sammi Price graduated from the CNA Program at Homewood in Martinsburg on April 16th.

Brethren Open Golf Tournament
The Annual Brethren Open Golf Tournament will be held on Tuesday, August 11 at Iron Masters in Roaring Spring. There
will be a few changes to the meal because of social distancing but everything else should remain the same. Cost is $80
and covers a round of golf, cart, snacks, free gifts, meal and prizes. Sign in is 11:30-12:30 with shotgun start at 1 pm. We
would welcome any new sponsors this year. If you are interested in golfing or becoming a sponsor, please contact the
District Office or Camp Blue Diamond. Can’t golf? No problem, donations are always welcome. Enjoy a day of golf and
help support the ministries of Middle PA District and Camp Blue Diamond!

Summer Splash Cancelled
Summer Splash was scheduled for July 15, 2020 at Morrisons Cove Memorial Pool.

2020 HERITAGE FAIR CANCELLED
Like so many other groups planning for an uncertain future due to COVID-19, the Heritage Fair Planning Committee met
multiple times since the beginning of the governor’s stay-at-home order and the state’s color-coded phases of social
distancing restrictions. After lengthy discussions about the health risks related to a large gathering such as Heritage Fair,
and in consideration of the green phase crowd number restriction to 250 or less, the Heritage Fair Planning Committee
concluded that Heritage Fair as we’ve known it for so many years cannot happen in 2020. The auction of the Heritage
Fair quilt will also be postponed until 2021. Along with the crowd restrictions, the onset of the flu season in September,
the reality of the continued presence of the coronavirus plus the added concern for food safety also were prominent
factors in the committee’s decision.
For those who are longing for a return to some normalcy, no doubt this announcement comes as a disappointment to
many. In addition, it carries with it financial ramifications for the Camp and the District who both depend on the
proceeds from Heritage Fair as a significant portion of their income for the year. Fully understanding that the finances of
our individual churches have also been affected by COVID-19, the Heritage Fair Planning Committee is still inviting and
encouraging every church in our district to prayerfully consider doing what they can to maintain the level of financial
support for Heritage Fair this year, even though there will be no physical gathering. This could come by way of some
creative in-house fund raising within our individual churches or a direct Heritage Fair 2020 contribution. (Please send all
contributions to the Middle PA District Center, 1113 Mount Vernon Avenue, Huntingdon, PA 16652; Memo: Heritage
Fair) In addition, the Camp and District will be sponsoring a Heritage Fair Tractor Bucket Ice Water Challenge. Different
leadership of the camp and district will be drenched in ice-cold water poured from an overhead tractor bucket for
different levels of funds cumulatively collected by our churches throughout the district.

Denominational Worship Gathering

"New World Coming!"
July 1, 2020
8:00 pm Eastern; 7:00 Central; 6:00 Mountain; 5:00 Pacific

On July 1, 2020, a Denominational Worship
Gathering will take place virtually at 8:00 pm EDT. It
will center around the theme: “New World Coming!”
The service will feature the preaching of Kayla
Alphonse and Paul Mundey, with a wide array of
music, including selections by Jacob Crouse, Janelle
Flory Schrock and Kendra Flory, the Keister Sisters,
Shawn Kirchner, Nancy Faus Mullen, and Josh
Tindall. Two of the hymns of the denominational virtual choir will be offered: ‘Move in Our Midst,’
and ‘I See A New World Coming.’
General Secretary David Steele will offer prayers for the church. A wide array of persons from
around the denomination will offer other expressions of worship leadership.
A series of congregational stories will also be featured, lifting-up the missional fervor and
outreach of the Church of the Brethren from around the world.
In a season of disruption and despair, the service will point to the God in Christ who makes a
way where there seems to be no way (Isaiah 43:19) -- encouraging us to build new worlds in
God’s name (Luke 4:18-19) -- seeing with eyes of faith, the vision of the Lamb (2 Corth. 5:7) -as a weary earth sings – nevertheless -- a New Song of New Creation, in Jesus (2 Corth. 5:17;
Rev. 21:1-8)!
A worship bulletin will be available by June 24th at www.brethren.org/ac/virtual
Photo by Glenn Riegel

Online Concert
July 2, 2020
8:00 pm Eastern; 7:00 Central; 6:00 Mountain; 5:00 Pacific

An hour-long music celebration featuring Church of the
Brethren musicians from across the church will be
presented online July 2, 2020, the evening after the
Denominational Worship Gather and Children’s Worship
Service.
The Annual Conference Program and Arrangements
Committee is securing musical offerings from a wide
variety of Brethren musicians, providing a variety of
musical styles and instruments.
Contributors to the concert will include Brethren singer/songwriters Joseph Helfrich, Michael Stern,
Shawn Kirchner, Seth Hendricks, Terry and Andy Murray, Jacob Crouse and Bittersweet Gospel
Band. In addition, selections are scheduled from the Miami First Church of the Brethren, the women’s
choir from EYN Mubi, and several memorable excerpts from recent Annual Conferences.
In addition, a long time friend of the Church of the Brethren, Ken Medema, has agreed to write and
record a song specifically for the event.

Children of All Ages,
Welcome to Worship!
July 1, 2020
7:30 pm Eastern; 6:30 Central; 5:30 Mountain; 4:30 Pacific
Mark your family calendar for a 25-minute children’s worship experience on Wednesday, July 1 at 7:30 p.m. Eastern
time where you’ll meet Louise Boid, a colorfully opinionated bird from Brooklyn, NY. as she moves to central
Pennsylvania to get away from those noisy New York City ducks and pigeons! Louise Boid is brought to us by “The
Puppet and Story Works” founded by Dotti and Steve Seitz of Manheim, Pennsylvania.
You’ll also experience a storyteller, Linda Himes from LaVerne Church of the Brethren, sharing the message of God’s love
for each of God’s children, yourself included!
There will be songs, led by Carol Hipps Elmore, Minister of Nurture and Music at the Oak Grove Church of the Brethren
in Roanoke, interspersed throughout that will keep you singing and moving. Finally, Louise Boid will sing her latest
rendition of Rockin Robin!”
We hope you’ll join us for a delightful children’s worship time, immediately preceeding the denominational worship
service. Both of these worship times are planned and sponsored by the Annual Conference Program and Arrangements
Committee.

If there is a commodity CBD has this summer, it is time. Time
to do building projects, repairs and renovations. To do these
projects, camp will need your support. Because of the
pandemic, money is very tight at CBD. By giving to one of the
projects listed, or the general fund, your gift will keep fulltime
staff employed and make CBD better and safer for the future.
Any help you or your church can give is a blessing.

Complete this form and mail to: Camp Blue Diamond, P.O.
Box 240, Petersburg, PA 16669

Camp Blue Diamond 2020 Summer Project Fundraiser:
Name ___________________________ Phone _______________ Email _______________________ Address
______________________________ City _____________________ State ____ Zip _______ Choose One:  $50 Gift 
$100 Gift
 $200 Gift
 $500 Gift
 $1000 Gift Other________
Choose One:  Check Enclosed
 Paying by card - Complete information below
Name on Card ____________________ Card # _______________________ Exp. ___/___ CVV ____
Please use my gift toward:
 Please use my gift wherever needed
 Water seal the Climbing Tower ($150)
 Replacement of Stage backdrop ($150)
 Replace Beach Wall ($350)
 New permanent Nine-Square-in-Air ($600)
 Educational Blue Bird Boxes ($150 each)
 Replace two Hemlock Cabin doors ($500 each)
 Stain for various camp buildings ($150)
 Adopt a Camp Connect Counselor ($900 each)
 Decking for Lodge Sink Area ($1000)
 Lodge Outside Sink & Sanitizing Stations ($1500)
 Repairs Wissahickon Cabin ($500)
 New Interpretive Nature Trail with 20 stations (each station $100, total $2000)
 Roof covers for the Campground Electrical Boxes ($100 each)
 New parking lot and access roads for Rising Sun ($2000)
 Larger parking lot and underground electrical for Lakeside ($750)

Due to the current world situation with COVID-19, VBS for 2020 has been cancelled. We
know how much this means to our children, but we must be cautious and err on the side
of caution.

July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

9 am Ladies Aid

Thu

2

9 am Bulletin
Deadline

Fri

3

6

9:25 am Worship

7

8

9:30 am Bible Study 9 am Ladies Aid

9

9 am Bulletin
Deadline

4 Indep. Day

Office
Closed

1 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
9 am Breakfast
Fellowship at Spring
6:30 pm Virtual
House Grille
Bible Study
6:30 pm Knitting
Group

5

Sat

10

11

17

18

9:30 am RS
Ministerium

10:20 am Sunday
School

9 am Breakfast
Fellowship at Spring
1 pm Prayer Shawl House Grille
Ministry
6:30 pm Knitting
6:30 pm Virtual
Group
Bible Study
6:30 pm CE Team
Meeting

12

13

9:25 am Worship

7 pm Middle PA
9:30 am Bible Study 9 am Ladies Aid
9 am Bulletin
Disaster Response
Deadline
Meeting
1 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
9 am Breakfast
Fellowship at Spring
6:30 pm Virtual
House Grille
Bible Study
6:30 pm Knitting
Group

10:20 am Sunday
School

14

15

19

20

21

9:25 am Worship

10 am Book Group

9:30 am Bible Study 9 am Ladies Aid

23

8 am Men’s
Fellowship
Breakfast
8 am Sisters of
Faith

24

9 am Bulletin
Deadline

1 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
9 am Breakfast
Fellowship at Spring
6:30 pm Virtual
House Grille
Bible Study
6:30 pm Knitting
Group

10:20 am Sunday
School

26

22

16

27

28

29

30

9:25 am Worship

9:30 am Bible Study 9 am Ladies Aid

10:20 am Sunday
School

6:30 pm Leadership 1 pm Prayer Shawl
Team
Ministry
9 am Breakfast
Fellowship at Spring
6:30 pm Virtual
House Grille
Bible Study
6:30 pm Knitting
Group

31

9 am Bulletin
Deadline

We will begin using the church mailboxes in July.
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Every blessing, large or small, is a wow-moment — a gift from God that warrants our praise.
“When all other doors in life are closed to us, Jesus will be for us the ever-open door. …
To call any situation hopeless is to shut the door on God.”

—Anthony Coniaris

How would you feel ...
If God gave us the same amount of time and attention that we devote to him?
If God put as many things ahead of us as we put ahead of him?
If God offered as many excuses as we do and if the excuses were not more justifiable than
ours?
If God’s promises were no more certain than ours?
If God withheld his blessings from us as we withhold our offerings to him?
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