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Living out our faith
Being the hands and feet of Jesus, serving with open minds and hearts.
We exist to be a community of welcome and worship where people find peace, purpose, and power through Jesus Christ.

Psalm 90:12

Teach us to number each of our days so that we may grow in wisdom.

According to studies, the average American generates over seven pounds of garbage per day. Other studies
have shown that Americans spend over $70 billion annually on lottery tickets. But maybe the biggest waste
we get involved with is to waste our time.
As that scripture alludes to, we only get so many days. As Christians we should want to use our time wisely so
that we may “grow in wisdom,” or in other words, so that we may grow closer in our relationship to God and
learn and apply the lessons he is trying to teach us.
So, in short, here’s the main thought to this reflection…don’t waste time. Don’t waste ANY time. Specifically,
don’t come out of this pandemic, stay-at-home time we are currently in without making yourself better and
wiser and closer to God.
One way you can assure yourself of not wasting this time is discipline. Spiritual discipline that is. Spending
time building habits that focus on God and learning and applying his word is a great use of this time. Join us
for the next several Sundays as the messages focus on spiritual disciplines and how these habits can help
prepare us to come out of this trial better than how we went in. Sometimes even our Wednesday and Sunday
Bible Studies on Zoom end up focusing on identifying and reinforcing these habits. So, we’ll “see” you (on-line)
there!

Pastor Dave

Highlights of Leadership Mtg.
March 31st & April 4th, 2020
Team met thru Zoom due to Social Distancing requirement
Finance and Facility Team - Bryce Nooyen
- Extensive electrical upgrades to the sanctuary, including old, unsafe wiring in the attic,
replacing switches and some lights has been completed. A generous donor covered the cost.
Thank You!
- Upgrades to sound and video systems are under way.
- We are OK financially at this time. Bills are fewer and several people continue to send in
offering. Thank you for the continued giving by those who are able. You can mail or drop off
at church.
- A more thorough application of pesticides was made. With no children and few people
in the building currently this is a safer time to do so.
- Church undergoing a “deep cleaning”.
Missions and Service Team - Adam Lanzendorfer
- Will be reaching out to Roaring Spring Food Pantry to see if there’s anything we can do to help
get program going again.
- Keeping an ear open for ways to reach out to community.
Hospitality and Communications Team - Valerie Smith
- Planning flowers for Easter video service.
- Envisioning how we might celebrate together once we are able to meet together again.
- Hosted Blood Mobile April 13th. 27 units were collected.
Christian Education Team - Pat Frazier
- Due to Stay at Home order most things are on hold.
- Good response to weekly Sunday 10:00 a.m. and Wed. 6:30p.m. bible studies thru Zoom. Info
on how to participate is on the Church website, rsfirstchurch.org.
-Youth Ministry Coordinator position will be revisited after we begin programs again.
-Recharge program has ended. Many thanks to Angie Russell and volunteers!
Worship Team - Terry Hershberger
- Sunday morning video service going well. Continue to look for fresh ideas. Have been
incorporating extra people with music, children’s story, etc.
- Posted on church website, rsfirstchurch.org, You Tube and Facebook.
Deacons' Report - Dan & Jane Brumbaugh
- Special Ministries team attempted to contact everyone in the directory to check how they are
doing and see if they have needs we can help with. Plan to make contact again soon.
- Contact a Deacon or the church if you need anything.
Pastor Dave
- Working lots on Sunday Services and video bible studies
- Church employees continue to work. Working on extra tasks.
- Sent out survey seeking input. Please respond with thoughts and ideas.
Beginning to discuss what needs to be done to reopen church building when OK is given to do so.
Next Meetings - Tuesday, April 28th, May 12th at 6:30

GLOBAL OUTREACH
“and whoever welcomes a little child like this in My name welcomes Me.” Matthew 18:5
The Alpha Class is proud to share that we have been helping children in third world countries since 1990. We
began by sponsoring Henry Mukunda from Kenya, Africa when he was 8 years old through a program called
Compassion International. We sponsored Henry until he completed the Compassion Program at Busilwa
Primary School at age 20.
Our next child sponsorship was for Shanthi Devadoss from East India beginning in 2002. Shanthi was 6 years
old when her family received word of her sponsorship. We continued sponsoring Shanthi and her residence at
the Children’s Miracle Home until 2017.
Following Shanthi’s sponsorship, we began sponsorship of little Deymar Rodriguez Mamani in 2017. Deymar
was 5 years old. He currently lives in the Renewing Lives Foundation community in Bolivia. He attends the
Compassion International Center known as Alto Arrumani. The pastor, staff and volunteers at a local Christcentered church in Deymar’s community are able to provide a safe haven for Deymar and the other children
who attend the Center. Children here have the freedom to learn, grow, play and dream about a future free
from extreme poverty. They learn to eat nutritious meals, brush their teeth, take care of their bodies, get help
with homework, play soccer, memorize Bible verses, and even learn a vocational skill. Most importantly, these
children hear the gospel of Jesus and learn about His love.
Our commitment to providing not only financial support, but also letters and cards of love and support,
photographs, and birthday & Christmas gifts has spanned over 30 years. Even in our seasoning years, it still is
our desire to remain committed to continuing to do our small part in saving these children – one child at a
time.
In addition to sponsoring these children, we also make a monthly contribution to a Program known as
Partners of Compassion. This is a pooled fund from sponsors which allows Compassion International to
maintain a certain excellency in their programs, and to also supplement existing programs with needed child
services such as bibles, scholarships, life saving assistance, and also provides programs for children who have
suffered because of physical & sexual abuse. This fund also equips the local churches to be more effective in
ministering to the children.
We invite you to be in prayer not only for Deymar and his family, but for the other children in his Project; that
they may continue to be fed in many ways, and that they can grow into young adults who can stop the cycle of
poverty in their families from one generation to the next.
Should you ever be interested in making a contribution towards Deymar’s sponsorship, or have any questions
about sponsorship, please speak with Kaye Russell.
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Hi All! Hope you are well.
I want to assure you that First Church is doing well. People are coming up with creative ways to serve one another. We
have been able to keep our staff employed and working on projects. Many who are able, continue to send their offering,
helping us to keep up with our bills.
Maybe our biggest challenge since we aren't able to meet together physically is to find ways to stay connected. Many
have been reaching out. The Deacons and some church members have been attempting to contact everyone to check in
and see if anyone needs help. Some people have been making and delivering soup or meals. Some have been sending
mail, including pictures (thanks Destiny). Dave and Terry provide an online Church Service every week and Dave leads an
online Bible study Sunday morning and Wednesday evening.
I'd love to know what you've been doing and any ideas you have. If you have thoughts on how to keep us connected or
reach out to the community and need any help carrying them out, contact the church or me. If you need help in any way
let us know.
-Be Well, Paul

The Marriage Pact by Michelle Richmond
Newlyweds Alice and Jake are a picture-perfect couple. Alice, once a singer in a well-known
rock band, is now a successful lawyer. Jake is a partner in an up-and-coming psychology
practice. Their life together holds endless possibilities. After receiving an enticing wedding gift
from one of Alice’s prominent clients, they decide to join an exclusive and mysterious group
known only as The Pact.
The goal of The Pact seems simple: to keep marriages happy and intact. And most of its
rules make sense. Always answer the phone when your spouse calls. Exchange
thoughtful gifts monthly. Plan a trip together once per quarter. . . .
Never mention The Pact to anyone.
Alice and Jake are initially seduced by the glamorous parties, the sense of community,
their widening social circle of like-minded couples.
And then one of them breaks the rules.
The young lovers are about to discover that for adherents to The Pact, membership, like
marriage, is for life. And The Pact will go to any lengths to enforce that rule.
For Jake and Alice, the marriage of their dreams is about to become their worst nightmare.

Please mail any monetary contributions for the Food Pantry to the Roaring Spring Borough Office, 616 Spang Street,
Roaring Spring, PA, 16673. Note: this is a change of mailing address for donations only. The Food Pantry is still located at
St. Luke’s.
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Dear church family, thank you for the cards, visits, food, calls and prayers during the
passing of our Dad. We are truly blessed to be part of such a caring church family. – The
Craig Wagner family
To My Church Family, I'm very grateful for the calls, visits and gifts of food received from
First Church. Thank you for your kindness. May God bless all of you. - Eugene McKinney
First Church of the Brethren, We appreciate your donation to the Village at Morrisons Cove n memory or Helen A.
Johnson. Thanks so much! May God Bless You! Russ and family
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Please add to your directory:
Alexis Petre
1794 NW 6th Ave
Oak Harbor. WA. 98277
Herb & Beth Burns
814.793.4126
112 W. Allegheny Street
Martinsburg, PA 16662
Herb: 329.6450 hburns7721@aol.com
Beth: mzzbaker@aol.com
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Travis & Inger Frye
Mitchell & Emma Frederick
Keith & Kristen Hall
Brandon & Angela Tremmel
Bryce & Amy Nooyen

Julie Myers
449 Plum Creek Road
Roaring Spring, PA 16673

814.215.0695

Mike & Crystal Burns
825 Cabbage Creek Road
Roaring Spring, PA 16673

Mike: 329.6099
Crystal: 553.4323

Tom Sell

814-614-4960
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“The point is not to pay back kindness but to pass it on.”
—Julia Alvarez
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“I lied on my Weight Watchers list. I put down that I
had three eggs ... but they were Cadbury chocolate
eggs.”
—Caroline Rhea
“In life, there are many promotions in spiritual
growth, but there is no graduation.”
—T.J. Bach
—David Jeremiah

“The mere whisper of the Holy Spirit can drown out
the thundering noise of an entire world.”
—Lady Bird Johnson

“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.”

