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Living out our faith
Being the hands and feet of Jesus, serving with open minds and hearts.
We exist to be a community of welcome and worship where people find peace, purpose, and power through Jesus Christ.

Do you know?
How large and influential is the Church of the Brethren today in the areas of Germany where we were founded?
Why the original Brethren were willing to give up home, family, vocation and sometimes even life for what they
believed, and how those core beliefs may or may not have “changed” in the early twentieth century?
The member of the “plain and simple” Church of the Brethren who invented what would become a universally accepted
symbol of the flamboyant “Roaring” 1920’s?
How the Brethren have led the way in service to those in need around the world?
Where and how the influence of Brethren colleges began?
The Church of the Brethren member who was once featured on the “Wheaties” breakfast cereal box?
The Church of the Brethren member who was once elected Governor of Pennsylvania?

OK, OK so some of those answers are indeed “trivial.” But others are very important to understanding how and why our
Church worships and believes the way we do. They also can help us understand some of the issues the Church faces
today, how we are addressing them, and what could be the long-term implications for our denomination and Church.
Join us for our summer intergenerational Christian Education sessions beginning
June 9 immediately following Worship Service. Bring your questions about our
history and beliefs! Or, just sit and absorb the tremendous amount of knowledge
and wisdom that exists in others in our Church—however you feel led. Either way,
it will be an opportunity to witness God at work through the Brethren and to
understand how we got to where we are and where we might be headed as a
denomination.

Pastor Dave

Highlights of Leadership Mtg.
March 26th 2019
Finance and Facility Team - Bryce Nooyen
- Looking at adding a couple of fire extinguishers and fire blankets. Thanks Cathy Neal for help.
- Projector in sanctuary was replaced with a better used one. Long term goal is to replace with
one that can be mounted instead of on a cart on the floor. They are pricey so watching for prices
to come down.
- Tax exempt forms being submitted to exempt “upper” parking lot from property taxes.
- Soliciting updated bids for replacing church roof.
- Window replacement project is nearing completion. Only a few more need replaced.
- Meeting to educate some leadership members on process of obtaining child abuse clearances.
They will then assist church members to get clearances for working with our children.
Hospitality and Communications Team - Valerie Smith
- Will have a Sunday picnic probably at Canoe Creek again this summer. It will be in the afternoon
again rather than a morning with worship.
- Planning women / girls and men / boys banquets.
- Will have a breakfast for graduates.
- A swimming party is planned.
- Chris Smith is scheduling nursery attendants. Contact her to volunteer.
- Kaye Russell is organizing a Young Women’s Support outreach. This program as well as the
Women’s Exercise group and Good Grief are “sponsored’ by the Hospitality and
Communications Team. Thank you Kaye for initiating all of these programs.
Missions and Service Team - Adam Lanzendorfer
- Abby Martin will serve along with Travis Eicher on Team.
- Continue to make contributions to our budgeted outreach commitments.
Christian Education Team - Pat Frazier
- Continuing to look at future of Venture Club. Karen Eicher has led for many years but is stepping
down. Many, many thanks to Karen for her strong commitment and leadership.
- Meeting with Church of God and Trinity Methodist to plan combined Vacation Bible School.
Worship Team - Terry Hershberger
- Planning worship services - praise band, David Flaugh speaking, Palm Sunday with baptism,
Easter, youth service.
Deacons' Report - Dan Brumbaugh reported.
- Assisted pastor with anointing service
- Easter highlights - Palm Sunday Baptism, Love Feast, Steps of the Resurrection, Easter Service.
- Deacon training workshop led by Marlys Hershberger April 7th.
Pastor Dave
- Thanked Deacons for help with anointing service.
- Has finished another educational course with several more to go. Goal is to become licensed
when enough are finished, possibly in near future, and when all requirements are met, being
ordained as a “full-fledged” Church of the Brethren pastor.

Next Meeting - Tuesday April 30th at 6:30
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Morrisons Cove Annual Auxiliary Chicken BBQ, Saturday, May 4th 10 am – 1 pm. Contact Tom
Holsinger if you can help cook the chicken any time from 5 am until 1 pm, 934.0596. Tickets for meals
are $8 and can be purchased from the Welcome Center or Darlene Wyland. Meal pick up is 10 am to
1 pm.

Inheritance by Dani Shapiro
Inheritance is a book about secrets—secrets within families, kept
out of shame or self-protectiveness; secrets we keep from one
another in the name of love. It is the story of a woman’s urgent
quest to unlock the story of her own identity, a story that has been
scrupulously hidden from her for more than fifty years, years she had spent writing
brilliantly, and compulsively, on themes of identity and family history. It is a book about
the extraordinary moment we live in—a moment in which science and technology have
outpaced not only medical ethics but also the capacities of the human heart to contend
with the consequences of what we discover.

Food Pantry and Food Bank
Since we as a congregation support several local Food Pantry/Banks (including volunteer support from members of our
church) a little clarification might be in order.
The Food Pantry is located at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Roaring Spring. Proof of Roaring Spring address and need is
necessary to receive help. Typically, a list of suggested donations will be provided by them to local
churches. Monetary gifts intended for the Food Pantry should include a written designation to that effect.
The Food Bank is located in Claysburg and serves residents of Roaring Spring, Martinsburg, East Freedom and
Claysburg. Proof of residence and income is also needed to receive help. General food donations made to the bins
inside the back door of the church are typically taken there the fourth Thursday of each month. If an intended
monetary gift is intended for them, written designation should be made.
Thanks for your continued support of both!
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Ladies Encounter is having a Hoss’s Fundraiser on May 5th at
the Duncansville and Bedford locations. Show this
announcement when you order so 20% of your check can be
donated to this worthy cause. Group # 107998.

Sisters of Faith
Breakfast
8 am May 18th
The Bistro

Prayer Changes Us
District Women’s Spring Retreat
May 3-4, 2019 at Halbritter Estates-Laurel Lodge
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18
In a retreat setting the first weekend in May, you are
invited to gather with other women to explore various
types of prayer, prayer stations including making prayer
beads and coloring mandalas, an Emmaus Walk, journal
writing, and spending time with a prayer partner. There
will also be time for anointing. Be sure to bring your
Bible and anything else that enhances your prayer life.
If you have questions, call the District Office at 814-6430601.

National Older Adult Conference
The Church of the Brethren National Older Adult
Conference is September 2-6, 2019 at Lake
Junaluska,
NC. “Reaching across generations beyond
differences through conflict into joy.” Registration
opens May 1. You can register online at
www.brethren.org/NOAC. If you need a paper
registration form, please call 1-800-323-8039, ext.
302 and leave a message. Registration fee before
July 15 is $195. $20 off for first time attendees.

Anna Ferne McConahy
300 Ritchey St
Martinsburg, PA 16662
614.4951

Turkey & Waffle Dinner Fundraiser
June 8th, 4-7 pm
Fellowship Hall of First Church
Adults $10; Ages 5-12 $5; 4 and under free
Tickets available at the Welcome Center

8 am
Homewood, Martinsburg
May 18th, 2019

Palm Sunday

Church picnic at Canoe Creek State Park pavilion #3
Sunday June 9th starting at 3:00 pm. Hot dogs and
drinks are provided - Please bring a covered dish to
share. Signup sheet will be at the welcome center

Graduates and their parents are invited to attend
the graduate breakfast June 2nd at 8:30 in the fellowship
hall. RSVP to Valerie Smith by May 26th.

THE HISTORY CORNER
WHY DO CHURCHES HAVE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS?
(Source: https://aleteia.org/2017/07/19/this-is-why-churches-have-stained-glass-windows)
As early as the fourth century, colored glass was used to ornament church
windows, and to bring light into both small and large sanctuaries though
it was not until the 12th century that making stained glass became an art
form like sculpture or painting. Windows funnel the light of the sun and
dispel the darkness of the shadows. Architects saw them as the perfect
opportunity to highlight a spiritual truth while serving a functional
purpose.
Light is a common spiritual theme in Christian theology. In Genesis
God’s first words at creation were, “‘Let there be light’; and there was
light. And God saw that the light was good” (Genesis 1:3-4).Jesus even
went so far as to identify himself with light, saying, “I am the light of the
world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life” (John 8:12).
The oldest surviving complete stained glass window is found in the
Augsburg Cathedral in Germany. It was constructed in the 11th century
and was part of a project to make the windows larger and more beautiful
bringing to mind the spiritual purpose of bringing to mind how the light of God
shatters our darkness, but they also proved to be an important religious teaching
tool. During the medieval period stained glass windows became a primary way to
teach illiterate the many stories of the Bible. The history of the Bible depicted in windows would also be
connected to a brief representation of Church history. Saints were also shown in
these windows and presented as a daily inspiration for the people struggling on their Christian
journey.
As technology improved over time, stained glass windows grew larger and larger, becoming
extremely complicated and full of all kinds of symbolism. Because of the complex artistry
involved, stained glass windows were typically the last item to be installed in a new church and
many years would pass until the final window was completed.
Stained glass windows are some of the most beautiful treasures of Christian churches and are
there to inspire and teach the faithful many spiritual truths. They remain an essential part of
church architecture and continue to be used in new constructions throughout the world.
Look around our sanctuary. We are surrounded by beautiful glass windows of many colors. Past
church records indicate that our windows and images were made and installed in 1927 by a
Harrisburg firm for $1,925, today’s equivalent of $27,965- quite a bargain! Look at the windows
carefully. Each window has an image which relates to a word, phrase, story or person in the
Bible. How many images can YOU match with scripture?

MOTHER’S DAY GRATITUDE PROJECT
Honor a woman you know and love by celebrating and supporting mothers around the world!
Global Women’s Project announces our annual Mother’s Day Gratitude Project! Rather than buying more material gifts
for your loved one, express your gratitude with a gift that helps other women around the world. Your donation allows us
to fund projects focused on women’s health, education, and employment. In return, your chosen recipient(s) will receive
a lovely, hand-written card indicating that a gift has been made in her honor, with a brief description of GWP.
To participate, send a donation to:
Global Women’s Project
c/o Kim Hill Smith
5315 36th Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55417
(write checks to GWP)
Remember to include your name(s) and recipient’s name and address. You may also make memorial donations, which
will be honored on our website: www.globalwomensproject.wordpress.com.
Gratitude cards will be mailed in time for Mother’s Day if you send your request to Kim by May 1, 2019 . After that date
they will be sent as soon as possible.
This Mother’s Day, share a gift in honor of a woman you know and in honor of women in Togo, Mexico, India,
Rwanda, South Sudan, Uganda, and the United States, who are improving the lives of women in their communities.
Global Women’s Project seeks to raise awareness of the poverty, oppression and injustice suffered by women around
the world; to recognize how our overconsumption and misuse of resources contributes to that suffering; to change
our way of living; and to support self-help community projects that are led by, empower, and benefit women.
Additional information can be found at www.globalwomensproject.wordpress.com.

"Blessed be all mothers
Who have come into our lives
Whose kindness, care and loving
Remain with us to guide.
Your inspiration in us
Made us strive in every way
Especially to remember
Helping others makes our day.
Mothers, this little tribute
Flows directly from my heart
You are so loved and cherished
Invaluable, one and all, you are.

Susan Kramer
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9 am Ladies Aid

9 am Bulletin Deadline

1 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
6:30 pm Choir
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9 am Breakfast Fellowship Retreat
at Spring House Grille

Sat
4
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6:15 pm Ladies Exercise
Group
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10 am Book Group

4-8 pm Faith & 9 am Ladies Aid
Grace in FH
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6:30 pm Choir
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“Kindness is like a garden of blessings.”
—Sirach 40:17
In family life, love is the oil that eases
friction, the cement that binds closer
together and the music that brings
harmony.

—Eva Burrows

The best and most beautiful things in the
world cannot be seen or even touched they must be felt with the heart.
- Helen Keller
“Develop an ‘Attitude of Gratitude’. Say
thank you to everyone you meet for
everything they do for you.”

– Brian Tracy
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