
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As this is begin written there is much uncertainty about a potential timeline for a return 

to normal societal and church activities.       

While the current shutdown of schools extends only until the last week of the month, 

there exits a real possibility that national, state and local governments may extend the 

quarantines depending on panic levels and the actual progression and containment of the 

COVID 19 virus. 

I am trying to imagine a spring season without Love Feast, Palm Sunday, and of course, 

Easter.  Just as I cannot imagine Christmas without Christmas Eve service, I am finding it 

difficult to wrap my brain around having an Easter Sunday without the opportunity to join with 

other believers in those joyful church celebrations of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Somehow singing “Where, O death is now thy sting?” by myself just wouldn’t be as powerful.  

(Mostly because it won’t sound as good if it’s just me singing). 

But I am in total agreement with Romans 8 that  “ For I am convinced that neither death 

nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Easter without Church and being with church family would be a shame.   But if it comes 

to that, what will be the same is that Christ still arose!   And that will still be worth celebrating 

and getting excited about! 

Pastor Dave 
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Highlights of Leadership Mtg.  
February 25th, 2020                                                    

 
Hospitality and Communications Team - Valerie Smith 
 - Gifts and Talents survey has been made available to the congregation and are to be turned in     
                   by 3/15.  
 - Setting dates for yearly church activities. 
 
Missions and Service Team - Adam Lanzendorfer 
 - Making donations toward outreach. 
 - Bloodmobile set for April 13th. 
 
Christian Education Team - Pat Frazier 
 - Making decisions on Youth Coordinator position following interviews. Will be presented to  
                 Congregation at a Forum. 
 - Children’s Sunday School program is struggling with lack of people willing to teach and low  
                  attendance. Searching for revitalization ideas and teacher recruiting ideas. How can you help? 
 - Vacation Bible School is planned for August 10 -14 at Shawnee Park. Will combine with other 
                   churches again this year. 
 - Adult Summer Sunday School will be intergenerational and led by Pastor Dave. Children will  
                  have Children’s Church with special programs June 28, July 26, and August 23, 
 
Worship Team - Terry Hershberger  
 - Seeking to get more youth involved Sunday mornings. Maybe ushers, greeters, leaders. 
 - Barb Wineland returned to organ playing rotation. 
 - Church of the Brethren Children’s Disaster Services will hold a training in our church in Nov to    
                  train volunteers to provide child care following a disaster. More info to come. 
 
Finance and Facility Team - Bryce Nooyen 
 - Extensive electrical upgrades to the sanctuary should start soon, including wiring in the attic  
                   which will update old and unsafe wiring, switches and more. A generous donor is covering the  
                  significant cost. 
 - Upgrades to video system will move forward soon. 
 - Continuing push for all volunteers working with kids to get updated child abuse clearances. 
 
Deacons' Report - Dan & Jane Brumbaugh  
- Visitation and prayer gatherings continue to happen. 
 - A Deacon/Undershepherd luncheon and training set for March 15. Janet Sell to lead. 
- Deacons to prepare meal for March 18 Recharge program. 
- Will assist with membership class. 
 
Pastor Dave 
- Continues to feel very positive about church programs, participation, enthusiasm, direction. 
- Continuing to take courses needed for Ordination. Seven more to complete. 
- Membership class in Feb. with baptism / transfers set for Palm Sunday. 
 - Led program at The Village with choir on Feb 2nd. 
 
Next Meetings - Tuesday, March 31st, April 28th at 6:30  
 
 
 
 



Those Serving in April 

 

WHAT DOES THE “SPECIAL MINISTRIES TEAM” mean to us at First Church? 

Members of the Deacon Body’s Special Ministries Team include Krista Snyder, Pattie Conlon, Sharon Hammel, 
Kaye Russell and Dave & Valerie Smith. Please be reminded that their on-going purpose is to improve the 
nurturing of one another within the church by making the congregation aware of crisis situations and then 
formulating ways to be of assistance. 
 

The Team also plans and coordinates support for those in our church family who experience special 
circumstances such as long-term illnesses, emergency transportation needs, relief visit needs, recuperation 
from surgeries, temporary meal assistance, or shut-ins with special needs. 
 

Please be in contact with one of the Team members, the Pastor, or the church office, should you become 
aware of a particular need or concern so that they can promptly address the situation and offer their support. 
And as always, the Team thanks those of you in the congregation who so graciously agree to assist when called 
upon. 
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The Family Upstairs by Lisa Jewell 

 

Be careful who you let in. 
 
Soon after her twenty-fifth birthday, Libby Jones returns home from 
work to find the letter she’s been waiting for her entire life. She rips 

it open with one driving thought: I am finally going to know who I am. 
 
She soon learns not only the identity of her birth parents, but also that she is the sole 
inheritor of their abandoned mansion on the banks of the Thames in London’s fashionable 
Chelsea neighborhood, worth millions. Everything in Libby’s life is about to change. But what she can’t possibly know is 
that others have been waiting for this day as well—and she is on a collision course to meet them. 
 
Twenty-five years ago, police were called to 16 Cheyne Walk with reports of a baby crying. When they arrived, they 
found a healthy ten-month-old happily cooing in her crib in the bedroom. Downstairs in the kitchen lay three dead 
bodies, all dressed in black, next to a hastily scrawled note. And the four other children reported to live at Cheyne Walk 
were gone. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
4/13  Justin & Heather Mock 
4/16  Gary & Jane Thompson 
4/17  Bill & Jeanne Sollenberger 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

8 am 

April 18, 2020 

Homewood   

 

Sisters of Faith 
Breakfast 

8 am  
April 18, 2020 

     The Bistro 



 

 
 
On Sunday, April 26, 2020 the Senior High Youth be leading our service to help celebrate Senior High Youth Sunday!  
The them for this year is from Psalm 56:1-4.  "Through my fear, I trust in God."  As of this writing we are faced  
with the uncertainty regarding the coronavirus (COVID-19).  Let us all remember to pray and trust that our God  
is in control.  Please plan to be with us and support the youth of our church!  
 
 
Senior High Youth - as many of you have requested... we are having a LOCK-IN on Friday, April 24.  Times  
will be announced later. 
 
 
The junior and senior high youth group had a candy fundraiser planned to make some money while also helping people 

to prepare for the upcoming Easter holiday. We are selling peanut butter melt always for $1. The proceeds will go 

towards the upcoming NYC trip. We will get the boxes of candy distributed to families of youth within the next week to 

10 days. You can begin taking orders from friends and family now and then distribute as you are able to once you 

receive the candy. All monies collected need to be returned to Brenda Garber by April 17th. Please contact Doug and 

Brenda Garber at 793-4637 or Mike or Becky Bianconi at 207-5350 with any questions or to make arrangements to pick 

up your candy. 

 

Activities for Bored Teens 

1. Read a chapter in the Bible 

2. Make a root beer float 

3. Go geocaching 

4. Make a music video 

5. Play frisbee golf 

6. Grab a blanket, spread it out in the grass and watch the clouds  

7. Bike 5 miles 

8. Make a bucket list 

9. Decide to pick up one good habit, then do it 

10. Listen to an audio book 

11. Have a scavenger hunt 

12. Trade a book with a friend and then read it 

13. Turn up the music and dance 



 

 
 
4/1 Heather Hounkanrin 
 Travis C. Russell 
 Dominic Wagner 
 Molly Martin 
4/4 Ariana Curtis 
 Shayla Smith 
 Denise Grubb 
4/5 Joe Price 
4/6 David Trigona 

4/8 Gary Wineland 
4/10 Rachel Wagner 
4/15 Hannah Tremmel 
4/17 Ramon Burket 
4/18      Marissa Delozier 
 Jeannie Stiffler 
4/19      Deb Delozier 
4/20 Sammi Price 
 Dylan Keith 

4/22 Sierra Foor 
 Paul Witkovsky 
 Bryce Nooyen 
4/23 Presley Caldwell 
4/25 Stacey Thompson 
4/26 Adam Baird 
 Lauren Detwiler 

 
 
 
 
 

I want to thank Pastor Dave and all of my church family for the visits, prayers, 
cards, and gifts over the holidays and especially following my recent hip 
fracture.  I am doing well and have been able to move back to my personal care 
apartment, which I’m very happy about.  Your support has meant so much to 
me as I adjust to my new home and life at Garvey.  I still miss seeing all of you 
on Sunday morning at church.  You are in my thoughts and prayers.           
                                                                                -Barbara Roush 
 
 
I’ve been so thankful for all the fine people who have kept me in their prayers. 
I have gone through surgery to clean out the doradid arteries in my neck. 

Turning the problem totally over to the Lord and then knowing that there were so many beautiful people from church as 
well as many folks down here in Florida, a wonderful feeling of comfort came over me. God must have still had plans for 
my life and I’m now recovering very nicely. I’m looking forward to living --- 
This card tries to express my gratitude and thanks for all the prayers and thoughts from all. God bless you all, He sure 
blesses me.             -Bill Hagstrom 
 

 

 

 

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, well wishes, cards, phone 
calls, prayer shawl and those who brought us many wonderful meals after my 
surgery.  It's such a blessing to have a wonderful, loving Church family like all 
of you. 
I'm still not able to talk very loud or clear yet.  Please continue with prayers 
on my behalf.  
                                                                Thank you again, - Sharon   Hammel 
 

 
 

 



The Alpha Class is sponsoring a Hoss’s 
Fundraiser with all proceeds to benefit 
First church’s Capitol Campaign. This 
fundraiser will take place at the 
Duncansville location on April 26th. Show 
this when you order and a percentage of 

your check will be donated to First Church. Group # 123608. 
 
 
 
 

 

Fellowship Hall 

Monday, April 13th 

1 – 5:30 pm 

 
 
 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church is hosting a free community Easter meal 
from noon to 3 pm on Sunday, April 12.  
 

Arthur Edward Hounkanrin was born on March 13, 2020 to 
Lionel and Heather. He is the grandson of Keith and Kristen 
Hall. 
 

Helen Johnson went home to her Lord and 
Savior on March 20, 2020. Please continue to 
keep husband Russ and family in your prayers. 
 
 

 
 
Nails symbolize Jesus’ passion and suffering because they 
were used at his Crucifixion. They are often depicted in 
groups of three because two nails were used to secure 
Jesus’ hands, and a third was used to secure his feet. 
Three nails are also used to identify Jesus as a member of 
the Holy Trinity. 
 

 
 
 

 



April 5  -  12, 2020 

 
 

  April 5 at 9:25 am 
Our Chancel Choir will be an integral part of the Palm Sunday worship service as 
we celebrate the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem with palms. Children’s 
Church and Sunday School will not be held. We will be receiving new members           

                 into our church family through baptism and transfer. A reception for them will be  
                 held following worship.  
 
 

   April 9 at 6:30 pm  
This service will include a time of preparation, feetwashing, a fellowship meal 
and communion.  If you have any questions, please talk with Pastor Dave or any 
of the deacons. Childcare will be available. 

 
 

April 10 at 1 pm & 6:30 pm 
The Deacons are sponsoring a movie for Good Friday.  
Movie will be Son of God in the welcome center at 1 in the afternoon and then 
again at 6:30 pm. There will be an activity or movie for children in the parlor. 

                                                                       Refreshments will be served for adults and kids. 
 
  
 

 April 12 at 9:25 am   
By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear our worldly troubles with 
joy, peace and hope. His resurrection assures us that trials, tears and 
suffering are only temporary, while eternal victory and life with Jesus are  

                                                     permanent. Come and join with us in celebrating this joyous truth.  We will  
                                                              have a combined adult Sunday School class.  
 
 
 
 
 

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 
was crucified.  He is not here for he has been raised, as he said.”  So they left the tomb 
quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.   

                                                                                                       Matthew 28:5-6, 8 



 April 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
9 am Ladies Aid 
 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

2  
9 am Bulletin 
Deadline 
 
9 am Breakfast 
Fellowship at Spring 
House Grille 
 
6:30 pm Knitting 
Group 

3  
 

4  
 

5 
Palm 
Sunday 
 
9:25 am Worship 
 
10:30 am New 
Member Reception 
     

11:45 am Deacon 
Prayer 

6  
 

7  
9:30 am Bible Study 
 
6 pm Financial 
Peace University 
 
 

8  
9 am Ladies Aid 
 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

9 Holy Thursday 

 
9 am Bulletin 
Deadline 
 
9 am Breakfast 
Fellowship at Spring 
House Grille 
 
6:30 pm Love Feast 

10 Good Friday 
 
1 pm  Movie 
 
6:30 pm Movie 

11  
 

12 Easter 
Food Bank 
Collection 

 
9:25 am Worship 

     

10:45 am Combined 
Adult Sunday 
School  

13  
Office Closed 
 
1 – 5:30 pm Blood 
Drive 
 
7 pm  Middle PA 
Disaster Response 
Meeting 

14  
9:30 am Bible Study 
 
7 pm  Good Grief 
 
 

15  
9 am Ladies Aid 
 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

16  
9 am Bulletin 
Deadline 
 
9 am Breakfast 
Fellowship at Spring 
House Grille 
 
6:30 pm Knitting 
Group 
 
 

17  
 

18  
8 am Men’s 
Fellowship 
Breakfast 
 
8 am Sisters of 
Faith 

19  
9:25 am Worship 

     

10:45 am Sunday 
School 
 
11:45 am Deacon 
Prayer 
 

6 pm Jr Youth 
Activity 

20  
10 am  Book Group 

21  
9:30 am Bible Study 
 
 

22  
9 am Ladies Aid 
 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

23  
9 am Bulletin 
Deadline 
 
9 am Breakfast 
Fellowship at Spring 
House Grille 
 
6:30 pm Knitting 
Group 

24 Arbor Day 
 

25  
 

26  
9:25 am Worship 

     

10:45 am Sunday 
School 
 

27  
 

28  
9:30 am Bible Study 
 
6:30 pm Leadership 
Team Meeting 
 
 

29  
9 am Ladies Aid 
 
1 pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

30  
9 am Bulletin 
Deadline 
 
9 am Breakfast 
Fellowship at Spring 
House Grille 
 
6:30 pm Knitting 
Group 

 

Middle District Soup Kitchen Trip 



“Easter is a time when God turned the inevitability of 

death into the invincibility of life.”  —Craig D. Lounsbrough 

 

 

“Never yet was a springtime, when the buds forgot to 

bloom.”                          —Margaret Elizabeth Sangster 

 

 

“Spring shows what God can do with a drab and dirty 

world.”       —Virgil A. Kraft 

 

 

“Speak kind words and you will hear kind echoes.” 

                                                   —Bahn 
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