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Living out our faith
Being the hands and feet of Jesus, serving with open minds and hearts.
We exist to be a community of welcome and worship where people find peace, purpose, and power through Jesus Christ.

How many times have you heard a church member who accepted the opportunity to attend Annual Conference
as a delegate come back and start their report to the congregation by saying “I learned a lot about the church and had a
great time. Everyone should have that experience at least once.”?
Well, this might be the year you get that chance. The Program and Arrangement Committee of the Annual
Conference announced last week that the 2021 Meeting set for this June as been moved to an online meeting. Last
years’ event was cancelled because of COVID, and it was hoped that this years could at least be a hybrid of in-person
and online. But plans have changed. In part, the announcement noted:

Imagine an opportunity for many people from each one of
Our congregations to participate in the virtual opportunities, gaining tools and
Resources for their congregations; ministries, benefiting from leadership development, earning
continuing education credits, participating in spiritual growth and networking with other
Brethren who share similar ministries and interests.
Of course, online participation is not the same as being there, but it is the next best thing, and you won’t have to
travel or be around large groups of people!
Non-delegate adults will be able to register for a one time fee of $99. The price provides admission online to all
six business sessions, all insight and equipping sessions, all networking events, a virtual concert by Fernando Ortega (a
multi-Dove award winner and singer-songwriter), resource sessions led by Tod
Bolsinger, best-selling author and daily Bible Studies. Of course, all five worship
services are free of charge to non-registered persons.
As always, we are also to represented by two delegates. These
individuals will have access to all the above listed events and in addition will
have the right to vote during business sessions and participate in virtual “table
talk” discussions of the proposals that are coming to the Conference regarding
the proposed “Compelling Vision” for the Church.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Dave.

Highlights of Leadership Mtg.
December 29th, 2020
Sunday in Church Worship
- We continue to evaluate as the Covid situation changes. Trying to balance the safety of the
congregation and community with the desire to worship together. Currently we continue to
meet in person. Everyone is asked to please wear a mask upon entering and throughout the
service. Please do this as a service to your brothers and sisters to allow all to feel comfortable
and safe. We currently will not rent the church to groups.
Finance and Facility Team - Bryce Nooyen
- White gift offering to date is $3,434.
- Daycare usually uses only the front entrance during nice weather. Will use parking lot entrance
during winter weather.
Hospitality and Communications Team - Valerie Smith
- A volunteer is needed to line up Sunday morning greeters.
- Schedule for Sunday Fellowship host groups is set for 2021. Looking forward to when we can
meet again.
- Sharon Hammel will take over as chair in January.
- Thank you Valerie for leading this team for the last 4 years!
Christian Education Team - Pat Frazier
- Adult Sunday School is continuing at discretion of classes.
- Emma and Mitchell Frederick have been providing Sunday School activities online and in print
for children.
- Wednesday Recharge program will stay on hold until at least February.
- Would like to get members of the congregation involved sharing their story with youth classes
and beyond.
Missions and Service Team - Adam Lanzendorfer
- Still looking for ways to reach out to community. Share your thoughts and how you will help.
- Outreach giving was met 100%+ for 2020.
- Bill Evans will be taking over as chair in in January.
- Thank you Adam for leading this team for the last 2 years.
Worship Team - Terry Hershberger
- Christmas season services went well.
- Thanked all who helped with services in 2020. Both in person and making on line possible.
Deacons' Report - Dan & Jane Brumbaugh
- In pew communion held January 10th.
- Krista Snyder will be Deacon chair beginning January, Dave and Valerie Smith vice chairs.
- Next meeting is January 17th.
- Prayer gatherings for Deacons as a group the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month.
Pastor Dave
- Continuing to serve First Church with a thankful heart.

Next Meeting - Tuesday, January 26th at 7pm.

Because of the existing respect for him as a church member and as a medical professional, the Leadership Team of the
Roaring Spring First Church of the Brethren requested Dr. Ramon Burket provide his input to the current COVID vaccine
situation. The viewpoints reflected in the following letter are Dr. Burket’s and may or may not be shared by all
members of the Leadership Team.

January 2021
Dear Church Family of Roaring Spring First Church of the Brethren,
Soon members of our congregation and community will be offered a vaccine to prevent COVID-19, the
cause of the pandemic affecting the human race for over a year. To date, pregnant women and infants to
children age 16 inclusive are the exceptions from the vaccination programs.
Many clinicians in the intensive care units of hospitals across our nation have already received at least
the first of two doses of a recommended vaccine. Recently, I asked my son, who is an infectious disease
specialist, “How is your arm feeling since your injection?” He readily responded, “It’s fine; it was sore in the
evening that I received it but resolved quickly. I would mention that the alternative is an ongoing pandemic.”
Personally, I would add that Christians have a duty to avoid spreading this infection to others while physicians
and nurses have an obligation to educate people about vaccines.
In the clinical trials, the first two approved COVID-19 vaccines, Pfizer and Moderna, have reported to
be at least 95.5% effective in preventing infection. The Moderna vaccine has the advantage of being stored at
minus 4 degrees as opposed to the minus 94 for the Pfizer injection. Nonetheless, both have been approved by
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
All vaccines have side effects, and the COVID-19 vaccines are no exceptions. During the trials, there
were five to six cases of severe allergic reactions in persons who were previously diagnosed with bee sting
allergies and who carried epinephrine pens to treat such reactions. In both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccine
studies, there were seven cases of Bell’s palsy reported according to the FDA. The National Institute of Health
defines Bell’s Palsy as a “form of temporary facial paralysis or weakness of one side of the face,” which if
immediately diagnosed can be treated successfully with steroids. Finally, as my son reported, most people who
have been vaccinated complain of sore muscles at the injection site with relief in six to twelve hours.
As of January 2021, we are blessed to have highly effective vaccines. Because of relatively high
mortality rates caused by COVID-19 among certain groups of people, almost universal vaccination is
recommended, unless there is a specific exception (as mentioned above) for avoiding vaccination. If you feel
that you want to decline vaccination for COVID-19, please seek an appointment with your physician and
discuss your reasons for rejection before making your final decision.
May God Bless you as we move forward in our efforts to restore health to all nations.
In Christ’s Service,
Ramon C. Burket M.D.
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Bulletins

We extend our heartfelt Christian sympathies to the family and loved ones of Ken Claar, who
travelled home to be with his Lord and Savior in heaven on January 6, 2020. Please keep Jan
and family in your prayers.

Middle PA District Calendar
March 19-21 Youth Retreat @ Camp Blue Diamond
April 9-10 District Women's Retreat, Laurel Lodge (Tenative)
April 17 Calling the Called @ Hollidaysburg COB (Tentative)
May 1 Calling the Called @ Camp Eder (Tentative)
June 30 -July 4 Annual Conference, Greensboro, NC
August 10 Brethren Open Golf Tournament
September 6-10 NOAC 2021 will be a Virtual Conference
September 18 Heritage Fair
October 2 District Conference, Pine Glen COB
November 5-6 Children's Disaster Services Training. Roaring Spring

Hamnet by Maggie O'Farrell
n 1580’s England, during the Black Plague a young Latin tutor falls in love with an
extraordinary, eccentric young woman in this “exceptional historical novel” (The
New Yorker) and best-selling winner of the Women’s Prize for Fiction.
Agnes is a wild creature who walks her family’s land with a
falcon on her glove and is known throughout the countryside for
her unusual gifts as a healer, understanding plants and potions better than she does people.
Once she settles with her husband on Henley Street in Stratford-upon-Avon she becomes a
fiercely protective mother and a steadfast, centrifugal force in the life of her young husband,
whose career on the London stage is taking off when his beloved young son succumbs to
sudden fever.
A luminous portrait of a marriage, a shattering evocation of a family ravaged by grief and loss, and a tender and
unforgettable re-imagining of a boy whose life has been all but forgotten, and whose name was given to one of the
most celebrated plays of all time, Hamnet is mesmerizing, seductive, impossible to put down—a magnificent leap
forward from one of our most gifted novelists.

Thank you for the many prayers, cards, treats and prayer shawl/blanket for my tonsillectomy surgery and recovery.
- Vada Thompson
Dear First Church, Thank you all for your cards, prayers and food during my recovery and Rufus’s hospitalization. We
appreciate your love and kindness. Continued prayers for Rufus as he prepares for shoulder surgery in February. Peace,
Rufus & Cathy
Thank you for the cards, they were greatly appreciated, the meal on New Year’s Day, the services that are streamed and
the zoom meetings and Bible Studies. I don’t know what I would do without my church family. Marjorie Rhodes

2/2
2/4
2/5
2/7
2/8
2/10
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/16

Lena Lanzendorfer
Nathan Walter
Dylon Bianconi
Natalie Ebersole
Cortney Lanzendorfer
Rooney Lanzendorfer
Jordy Burns
Paige Glunt
Annabelle Hoffman
Abby Martin

2/17
2/19
2/20
2/22
2/26
2/27

Bobbi Price
Doris Albright
Barbara Roush
Mateo Padilla
Georgia Hagstrom
Barbara Wineland
Natalie Hershberger
Nathan Hershberger
Rusty Hoover

2/2 Derek & Abby Martin
2/14 Don Bookhammer & Nancy Mobley

We are giving away the Chrismon tree. This 9’ tree is pre-lit with some of the lights not working. If interested, contact
Chris Wagner or Valerie Smith.
2020 Giving Statements were distributed to church mailboxes and mailed to those not currently attending church.
2021 Church Directories have been placed in church mailboxes. You may recycle the spine from previous directories at
the Welcome Center.
A big thank you for all the prayers, cards, phone calls, and texts during my hospitalization. It is so encouraging to hear
from your church family during a time like that. I certainly miss all of you and can’t wait to get back to normal.
- Cathy Neal

Youth & Young Adults
District Youth Retreat Grades 9-12
March 19-21, 2021 at Camp Blue Diamond with Walt Wiltschek. Walt serves as pastor at Easton COB in Maryland.
Register online at campbluediamond.org or call 814-667-2355.

Christian Citizenship Seminar

April 24-28, 2021 (Online, 7 - 9 p.m. Eastern, daily)
Christian Citizenship Seminar (CCS) provides high school aged students the chance to explore the relationship
between faith and a particular political issue, and then act from a faith perspective regarding that issue.
This year's Christian Citizenship Seminar will focus on pursuing economic justice.
Who is eligible to attend?
All high school youth and their adult advisors are eligible to attend the seminar. Churches are strongly
encouraged to register an advisor with their youth, even if only one or two youth attend. Churches are required
to register one advisor for every four youth.
Visit: https://www.brethren.org/yya/ccs/ to register or for more details.

February 7, 2021
Wear your favorite team shirt to church
Bring non-perishable food items or monetary donations for our local food
banks. Checks can be made payable to FCOB (we will send one check).

Live in the light
Often we want to be able to see into the future. We say, “How will next year be for me? Where will I be five or
10 years from now?” There are no answers to these questions. Mostly we have just enough light to see the
next step — what we have to do in the coming hour or the following day.
The art of living is to enjoy what we can see and not complain about what remains in the dark. When we are
able to take the next step with the trust that we will have enough light for the step that follows, we can walk
through life with joy and be surprised at how far we go. Let's rejoice in the little light we carry and not ask for
the great beam that would take all our shadows away.
—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey

Five nursing students are recipients of Church of the Brethren Nursing Scholarships for
2020. This scholarship, made possible by the Health Education and Research Endowment,
is available to members of the Church of the Brethren enrolled in LPN, RN, or nursing
graduate programs.
This year’s recipients are:
— Emma DeArmitt of Meyersdale (Pa.) Church of the Brethren,
— Samantha Burket of Martinsburg (Pa.) Memorial Church of the Brethren,
— Chelsey Dick of First Church of the Brethren in Roaring Spring, Pa.,
— Julia Hoffacker of Black Rock Church of the Brethren in Glenville, Pa., and
— Peyton Leidy of Woodbury (Pa.) Church of the Brethren.
Scholarships of up to $2,000 for RN and graduate nurse candidates and up to $1,000 for LPN candidates are awarded to
a limited number of applicants each year.
New this year is an online application. Information on the scholarships, including the application form and instructions,
is at www.brethren.org/discipleshipmin/nursingscholarships.
Applications and supporting documentation are due by April 1 of each year.

Annual Conference pivots from hybrid to online event in 2021
A release from the Program and Arrangements Committee of the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference
The Program and Arrangements Committee has determined that the 2021 Annual Conference will be entirely
online. The committee hoped to have a hybrid (both in-person and online) Conference as announced last fall.
However, due to the continuing challenges of COVID-19, the committee deemed that it is not wise to have an
in-person component for Annual Conference this summer. As Program and Arrangements Committee has
consistently stressed, the health and safety of Annual Conference participants is the highest priority.
This was a difficult decision to make since last summer’s Annual Conference needed to be cancelled entirely
because of COVID-19. While we know that meeting in person eventually will be safe again, we sadly do not
believe that it will happen in time to safely have an in-person event at the end of June 2021.

February 2021
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

9:30 am Bible
Study

Wed

3

9 am Ladies Aid
1 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry
6:30 pm Virtual Bible Study

Thu

4

9 am Bulletin
Deadline

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

9 am Breakfast
Fellowship at Spring
House Grille

6:30 pm Jr High Bible Study
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Office Closed
10 am Book Group

16

9:30 am Bible
Study
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9 am Ladies Aid
1 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry
6:30 pm Virtual Bible Study

1 pm Newsletter
Submission
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6:30 pm Jr High Bible Study
6:30 pm Sr. High Bible Study
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9:25 am Worship
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9 am Breakfast
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6:30 pm Sr. High Bible Study

9 am Breakfast
Fellowship at Spring
House Grille
6:30 pm Knitting Group
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School

“In a world where people are looking everywhere for signs of God,
where have you found God? What have you done about it?
And who will you tell?”
—Robert Gorrell

“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?”
—Corrie ten Boom

“Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.”
—Dale Carnegie

A daily prayer
Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help us remember that you are present. If we find
ourselves in the shadows of disappointment or rejection or pain, let us see your comforting
light. If we’re in the radiant light of success or acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge
your providence and grace. Wherever we are, grant us the assurance of your nearness. Amen.
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